Athens

June 11. 1862
My dear Sir Charles
Professor Villari, of
the University of Pisa, a very valued
friend of mine,? is in England on
a mission from the Italian Government
to collect information useful to
Italy on the subject of public
education. He is particularly
interested in the question of
competitive examination, which
has been mooted in Italy also,
with a practical object. The

manner in which you have laboured

in that cause,3 and the inestimable
obligations which it owes to you,
have emboldened me to think that
an opportunity of serving it further
might be agreeable to you, and
that I might venture to give Mr
Villari an introduction to you.

You will find him a highly
favourable specimen of a country
in which all liberal Englishmen
now feel so deep an interest;

and there are, I should think,

few persons whose opinions on
Italian affairs are better worth

having, as well as on many other

subjects. Among other writings
of merit, Mr Villari is the author

of a very interesting and valuable life of Savonarola.4



ITam
my dear Sir Charles
very truly yours
J.S. Mill
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4 La storia di Girolamo Savonarola e de’ suoi tempi, 2 vols. (Florence: Le Monnier,

1859-61).



